DOCUMENT BASED QUESTION (DBQ)

CAP AND TRADE CURBED ACID RAIN…

FORBES, 2012

1. Which bill addresses the issue of acid rain? Why this bill? (provide clear and specific reasons using your knowledge and the points made in this article)

2. What was the specific goal of the Acid Rain Program?

3. The bill identified a source of SO2 as the target. Identify this source.

4. Describe the government’s role in the cap and trade program.

5. Describe the coal plant’s responsibility in the cap and trade program.

7. What environmental or social benefits resulted from the cap and trade for SO2?

8. Describe TWO specific ways that many power companies cut their sulfur dioxide emissions?
6. A cap and trade system is very different from what some call a command and control method of government regulation, where the government tells the facilities exactly how they will cut emissions. It took a lot of convincing for politicians to accept the cap and trade for sulfur dioxide. Carefully examine the boxed section below which summarizes the main aspects of a cap and trade system. 
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Al three plants were required to reduce their emissions from 10 tons to s tons each. Plant A
reduced its emissions by 5 tons to meet the cap and be in compliance. Plant B reduced its
emissions to 3 tons, 2 tons more than were required. Plant C only reduced its emissions to
7 tons. This is not enough to cover its allowances and be in compliance. In a cap and trade
‘program, Plant B can sell its two extra allowances to Plant C. Plant C can then use the two
allowances it bought to cover its emissions and stay under its cap.

Notice that even though a trade took place, overall emissions for Plants A, B, and C are within

the cap (5 + 3 +7 = 15). Total emissions in this cap and trade system are half of what they

used to be (30 tons vs. 15 tons).




Please evaluate its success in reducing sulfur dioxide emissons, based on the information given in the article.
9. The author believes that the cap and trade system can work for one other emission from coal fired power plants- carbon dioxide. What do YOU think about this idea? Please defend your position. 
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